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original  copy  available  for  filming.  Features  of  this 
copy  which  may  be  bibliographicalty  unique, 
which  may  alter  any  of  the  images  in  the 
reproduction,  or  which  may  significantly  change 
the  usual  meihod  of  filming,  are  checked  below. 
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Blank  leaves  added  during  restoration  may 
appear  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these 
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II  se  peut  que  certaines  pages  blanches  ajouties 
lors  d'une  restauration  apparaissent  dans  la  texte, 
mais,  lorsque  cela  itait  possible,  ces  pages  n'ont 
pas  iti  filmies. 
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L'Institut  a  microfilm^  le  meilieur  exemplaire 
qu'ii  lui  a  i  .i  possible  de  se  procurer.  Les  details 
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Original  copiaa  In  printad  papar  covara  ara  filmad 
beginning  with  tha  front  eovar  and  ending  on 
the  laat  page  with  a  printed  or  iiluatratad  imprea- 
sion,  or  tha  back  cover  when  appropriate.  All 
other  original  copiaa  are  filmed  beginning  on  the 
first  page  with  a  printed  or  iiluatratad  imprea- 
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or  iiluatratad  impreaaion. 
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plat,  salon  le  caa.  Tous  lea  autres  axampiaires 
originaux  sont  filmte  an  commandant  par  la 
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la  darniire  page  qui  comporte  une  telle 
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demise  image  de  cheque  microfiche,  salon  le 
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L»a  cartea.  planchea.  tableaux,  etc..  peuvent  dtre 
fiimia  A  dee  taux  de  rMuction  diff^rants. 
Lorsque  le  document  eat  trop  grand  pour  dtre 
reproduit  an  un  seul  clichA.  il  est  filmA  i  partir 
da  Tangle  sup4rieur  gauche,  de  gauche  i  droite, 
et  de  haut  en  baa.  en  prenant  le  nombrj» 
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illuatrent  la  m^thode. 
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THE 

LEAGUE  OF  THE  MARITIME  PROVINCES 


CONSTITUTION. 


The  Maritime  Provinces  of  British  America  now  enjoy  all  the 
blessings  of  self-government,  controlling  their  own  revenues,  forming, 
controlling  and'removing  their  own  Cabinets ;  appointing  their  own  Judges, 
Councillors,  and  Public  Officers;  regulating  her  own  Trade,  training  their 
own  Militia,  ail  J  discharging  all  the  duties  of  loyal  British  Subjects  in  due 
subordination  and  steadfast  allegiance  to  the  Crown. 

The  people  of  these  Provinces  have  lived  in  harmony  with  each  other 
— have  no  disputes  witH  neighboring  Slates—  no  controversies  with  the 
Mother  Country,  have  ever  been  prone  to  mutual  sympathy  and  protection, 
and  are  ready  to  uphold  the  honor  6f  the  national  flag,  and  the  integrity 
of  the  Empire. 

They  are  willing  to  promote  well-cbnsidered  measures  for  the  joint 
construction  of  railways,  arid  the  establishment  of  Inter  colonial  lines  of 
steamers— for  the  interchange  of  staple  and  of  domestic  manufactures;  for 
the  adjustment  of  a  uniform  currency ;  the  general  extension  of  Free  Trade, 
and  for  the  arrangement  of  such  measures  of  mutual  defence  as  shall  place, 
in  time  of  war;  all  the  physical  force  of  the  Provinces  under  the  control  of 
the  Military  and  Naval  Cotnmaiiders-in-chief  ajjpointed  by  the  Queen. 

But  they  are  opposed  to  rash  innovation  and  revolutionary  changes. 
They  are  specially  opposed  to  thV  SirHenie  of  Confederation  arranged  by 
certain  gentlemen  at  Quebec  in  1864,  without  any  authority  from  the 
people  they  profess  to  represent ;  and  they  are  equally  opposed  to  the 
measure  now  in  contemplation,  by  which  it  is  intended  to  overthrow  the 
established  institutions  of  these  Provinces  by  an  Act  of  Parliament 
prepared  by  a  secret  committee,  without  the  sanction  of  the  loyal  People, 
whose  future  it  is  intended'  to  liind;  and!  wli«)ie  interests  and  wishes  it  is 
designed,  in  a  most  high-handed  and  unconstitutional  manner,  to  override 
and  disregard. 

This  League  is  formed  to  protect  the  institutions  of  the  Maritime 
Provinces  from  sucA  rash  innovation — to  assert  the  right  of  the  people 
to  be  consulted  before  their  revenues  are  swept  away  ;  and  a  distant  authority, 
which  they  can  never  influence,  is  invested  with  powers  of  dictation  and 
control  which  the  Queen's  Government,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  has  not 
pretended  to  exennse. 

The  undersigned  pledge  themselves,  each  to  the  other,  to  protect  the 
Maritime  Provinces  from  radical  changes  by  all  lawful  means  and  agencies, 
and,  with  this  simple  end  in  view,  enroll  themselves  as  members  of  thi» 
Leaque. 


